Future Digital Norfolk

Limited (FDN) is a not-

for-profit broadcasting
company based in
Norwich, Norfolk.

Founded in 2014, its
primary purpose is to
provide Digital Audio
Broadcasting facilities

for the Greater

Norwich area within
the County of Norfolk.

Future Digital Norfolk has been awarded an experimental Small
Scale Digital Audio Broadcasting licence by Ofcom (The Office of
Communications). The service will operate from Norwich and will
provide high quality DAB transmissions for the city and
surrounding areas.

Future Digital Norfolk Ltd (FDN) is a not-for-profit company that
has been set up specifically to run DAB service from Norwich. The
new DAB service will be on the air by early Autumn 2015 and the
trial is expected to last for nine months. Ofcom will evaluate the
trial and, if deemed successful, may offer a broadcasting licence
for a permanent small scale DAB service based in Norwich.

Until now, DAB licences have been granted by Ofcom for services
covering large geographical areas (typically county-wide or
regional). As a result, the costs to the broadcaster have been high.
This has ruled out many services, including those that might wish to
target an urban area like Norwich but don't want the cost of
broadcasting to the whole region. FDN aims to offer a more cost-
effective alternative to such broadcasters and to bring more choice
for local listeners, all on the high quality DAB platform.

DAB transmissions provide space for multiple broadcast radio
services. FDN is planning to broadcast a range of services and we are
very pleased to confirm that Norwich's local community radio



station, Future Radio, which currently broadcasts across the City on
107.8 FM, is a key partner as part of the trial, as is the city's local
commercial station, Radio Norwich 99.9.

Other specialist services carried by FDN are expected to include jazz
blues and soul service, Jazz FM; independent and alternative music
service, The Music Machine; classic and 21st Century soul station,
Solar Radio; and, non-mainstream and independent service
Totallyradio.

FDN’s Technical Director, Lawrie Hallett said: “Our DAB broadcasts
will be on the air across the City within twelve weeks and the trial
is expected to run for nine months. After that, if it all works well,
we hope to be able to offer these and other services to the people
of Norwich on a permanent basis”.

In addition to broadcasting existing local and national services, FDN
will be offering a second DAB only service from Future Radio. Future
Plus will showcase the best of Future Radio's specialist output as well
as providing the opportunity for new programming for listeners in
the Greater Norwich area. We have also reserved capacity to be able
to broadcast separate short-term services, a facility which may be of
interest to a variety of potential users, such as the organisers of
festivals or other local events and activities.

FDN's Managing Director, Mike Stonard, said: "This is a really
exciting opportunity to offer more radio stations and more choice
for the people of Norwich. It will also expand the already broad
range of programming offered by Future Radio. Not only will the
station's existing output be available on DAB, but, in addition,
listeners will also will be able to access an eclectic mix of existing
and new programming on a new DAB only channel, to be called
Future Plus".

Future Digital Norfolk Limited is closely associated with Future
Radio; both directors of the company are also Trustees of Future
Projects, the parent body of Future Radio. Mike Stonard is the Chair
of the Board of Future Projects and Lawrie Hallett, is a Trustee with a
particular focus on the activities of Future Radio.

More info: www.communitymedia.info/
Twitter: #fDN_DAB ==ENDS==



